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Artur Galata: Latvian-born, he has traveled
to over 30 countries. A self-taught
Japanese speaker, he shares the charm
and quirks of Japan on X, gaining over
480k followers as a “Japan-loving Latvian.”
He admires how people in Japan
constantly strive to make things better.
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Once you enter Yumeshima,
you can travel the world!

— First off, what’s your highlight at the Baltic Pavilion?
One of my favorite parts is the “Nature’s Pharmacy”
exhibition, where you can see around 300 kinds of herbal
specimens. In the Baltic region, it's common to use herbs
when you're feeling unwell. | think this display makes you
think about how connected we are to nature. It's simple,
beautiful, and deeply rooted in our culture.

— How has your experience been working at the Pavilion?

It's so amazing! My colleagues are super kind. Everyone’s
studying Japanese, just like | did! | feel thrilled working with
such motivated people. And the visitors are so friendly too.
We had a funny episode—someone stole our
Myaku-Myaku decoration from the entrance. But then
guests started bringing us replacements! One became two;
two became ten... in the end, we had 140 Myaku Myaku!
And, we donated them to The Osaka Women’s and
Children’s Hospital. It was such a touching experience—
like the whole community came together to help.

— With 158 countries and regions represented in the
EXPO, the Expo feels like a world trip. What do you love
most about traveling?

Meeting people is a big part of it, but if I'm being honest,
food! | remember my first time at a conveyor belt sushi
restaurant in Japan. | came across a weird-looking thing
called kani miso gunkan. | thought, “What is this
cement-looking food?” But | tried it... and it was
incredible! That moment of surprise turning into delight—
that’s the thrill of travel. My favorite restaurant in the
EXPO is the Portugal Pavilion. Highly recommended! Once
you enter Yumeshima, you can travel the world! And the
Commons area is just wild. In the Zimbabwe Pavilion, they
use VR to give you an authentic taste of the country—it
made me want to go there immediately. Yumeshima
might make you start planning your next trip on the spot!

— Lastly, what does the Expo mean to you?

Expo is where real culture exchange happens. People
from around the world come not only to share their
cultures but also to learn about Japan and others.
Meeting many open-minded, passionate people in one
place—that’'s what makes it special.
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Pacific Island Countries
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Tradition, Tides, and Togetherness
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The Palau Pavilion takes inspiration from the Ba/, a traditional
. : Itabori carving
meeting house. In Palau, women hold important roles, such as

4 - — a Japanese craft passed
- selecting chiefs and leading rituals. One ceremony, Bul, marks a on to Palau
- period of respectful pause—fishing and other activities stop as the
il. chief declares a quiet period to honor nature and community. Palau
also has historical ties with Japan. During Japanese rule, many
Japanese words entered the language. Even today, phrases like
z shétotsu and tsukarenaosu are used in toasts, and about 1,000
Palauan words are said to be of Japanese origin.
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No Planes? Let's Play! — Tuvalu's Island Spirit

Tuvalu is a small island nation made up of nine islets in the South Pacific. At Expo, we hope
to highlight the very real threat of climate change—rising sea levels and coastal erosion
could one day submerge our homeland. But Tuvalu is also full of everyday charm. Our airport
runway doubles as a community space—used as a rugby field, picnic area, or even a resting
place when no planes are arriving. To truly understand our way of life, visitors can join a
homestay program and experience the warmth and resilience that define Tuvaluan living.
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Independent State of Samoa
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Say It with Faka'apa'apa £
— Tonga’'s Way of Respect

Tonga is a kingdom in the South Pacific, comprising around 170 islands.
Traditional barkcloth known as tapa has long been used in ceremonies and
continues today as a form of tapa art. You can see beautiful examples at
our pavilion! In Tongan, Faka‘apa‘apa goes beyond simple “respect.” It
embodies appropriate conduct—how we speak, behave, and carry
ourselves, depending on the context and the people around us. For
instance, the language we use with royalty is different from what we use
with family. This sensitivity to context is at the heart of Tongan culture.
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Ink, Islands, and Identity — The Heart of Samoa

Samoa has a tattoo tradition believed to be one of the oldest in the Pacific, with
roots going back over 3,000 years. Designs vary by gender, family, and village—
each tattoo tells a unique story. Stars symbolizing navigation are common, but
every pattern reflects a person’s identity and role. In our culture, there is a strong
belief that tautua —meaning “service”™— can make you a good leader. As the
saying goes, “The pathway to leadership is through service.” Children are taught
to serve others—especially the elderly—as a way to learn humility, respect, and
honor. It's a philosophy that shapes both individuals and the community.



North America, Central and South America
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Layers, Lands, and Lens
— Discover Canada through AR
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g = The Canada Pavilion is themed around “regeneration,” inspired by AYFBREDEH
- the springtime phenomenon of ice jams. Visitors can take a virtual HSFTH
s journey through Canada via AR, discovering its vast natural beauty. BfEshzB8b!

Live bands and
even karaoke
nights on stage!

Over 120 performers—from jazz and classical to DJs, breakdancers,

3 and Indigenous artists—will light up the stage. This vibrant mix
captures Canada’s true spirit. We’re also partnering with women
commissioners general to champion shared values. For us, the
Expo is a celebration of both culture and connection.
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Republic of Trinidad and Tobago
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Feel the Vibe, Play the Steelpan
— Trinidad & Tobago in Sound

Trinidad and Tobago is a Caribbean nation full of
— rhythm and warmth. Our pavilion brings the
theme of “energy” to life through music, festivals,
and the joy of our people. You can try the
steelpan—our national instrument and the only
acoustic one invented in the 20th century. It's a
hit with Japanese visitors! We also showcase We
also showcase our vibrant Carnival costumes and
our multiculturalism. Come by and enjoy some
liming—our way of relaxing, chatting, and sharing
good times together.
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Republic of Austria
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Melody, Memory, and Motion

— Composing the Future with Austria

“Composing the Future” is the theme of our pavilion—an
interactive space where music and movement come
together. In our restaurant, you’ll find Austrian favorites like
goulash and Sachertorte, along with a special sake made
with Japan’s Dassai, aged to the sound of Strauss’s
“Lagoon Waltz.” In Vienna, centuries-old buildings are still

part of everyday life. Culture isn’t just preserved—it evolves.

At this Expo, we're asking: how do we create a future
that’s rooted in what we’ve built?
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Hygge Happens Here
— Denmark’s Cozy Connection

Jointly hosted by five Nordic countries, our pavilion is inspired by Viking barns, offering
a cozy, wooden space full of warmth and light. The rooftop café serves flavors from
across the region, with special collaborative dishes. Denmark is known for jazz, cycling,
and hygge—a word for the joy of spending calm, quality time with loved ones. This is
my fifth Expo, and | truly love this peaceful space where cultures meet and connect.
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Wine, Warmth, and Welcome
— A Taste of Moldova Today

Moldova is home to the world’s longest
underground wine cellar—spanning 200

kilometers and holding over 2 million bottles. One Fosea [} 8

of our wines was named the world’s best red in 'l.rﬁ;:;-:';: By
2022. And the second-longest cellar? Also in GREAT ¥

Moldova—with a built-in cinema! We're even
using Al to innovate winemaking. At our pavilion,
you’ll find more than wine—traditional
instruments, clothing, and vibrant art spaces that
support young creators. Moldova may be small,
but it has a big heart. We hope you leave inspired.
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Temples, Time, and Traditions

— Malta's 8,000-Year Story

Inspired by temples over 8,000 years old, the Malta Pavilion features
colorful floor tiles with patterns shaped by Arab, European, and
African influences. We also share deep ties with Japan. A samurai
armor once gifted by the Tokugawa shogunate was recently
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restored in Kyoto, and now it's on display at our pavilion. An
Al-powered video traces Malta’s rich history. Here, children grow up
speaking three or more languages. That spirit of openness—of living
with many cultures—is what we want you to feel.
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________ future from visitors
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People's Democratic Republic of Algeria
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Berber-style
traditional jewelry

Stories, Stones, and Civilizations
— Algeria from Rome to the Sahara

Algeria is Africa’s largest country—stretching from the
Mediterranean Sea to the Sahara Desert, with snow in some
regions during winter. Our culture blends Roman, Phoenician,
Berber, Arab, and French influences. You'll even find royal
tombs from Roman times. Tourism is still growing here, but

for the future in our space of hope and connection. .
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Republic of Uganda
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Breathe in the aroma
of fresh coffee

Bananas, Beats, and Belonging
— Uganda’s Pavilion of Home

The Uganda Pavilion shares daily life rooted in nature—
from Arabica coffee and fragrant vanilla to mountain
gorillas and matooke, a cooking banana we steam or
boil as a staple. Our Arabica beans from Bududa are
rich and full-bodied—they always remind me of home.
In Uganda, drums are more than instruments—they’re
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AbLozY
Omweso—Ugandan
strategy board game

a heartbeat. They bring people together, express joy,
and mark celebration. Come feel the rhythm, the
warmth, and the soul of Uganda.
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Sand, Soul, and Stitch
— Weaving the Future from a Tent with No Door

The theme of the Jordan Pavilion is “Weaving Possibilities.” In Jordan, weaving is
more than a craft—it’s a tradition passed down by grandmothers and mothers,
symbolizing connection, care, and resilience. “Possibilities” speaks to the hopes
of future generations. Step onto the sand from Wadi Rum, feel the calm of our
Dead Sea-inspired spa, and experience Jordan with all your senses. Join us in
weaving a future of harmony, together.
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Sand art masters at work—
true craftsmanship
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Sultanate of Oman
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Al-Wadi area, beautifully lit at night

Stillness, Spirit, and Sustainability
— Made in Oman

The Oman Pavilion embraces the belief that people,
water, and land together shape the future. Take a sensory
journey through flowing water, fragrant frankincense,
local flavors, music, and textures that bring Oman’s
nature to life. Many guests enjoy coffee and Omani
mochi at our café, relaxing in the Al-wadi area. Our team
speaks Japanese and English—please stop by for a chat. |
studied in Japan for eight years!
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A soap bubble scent that
brings Oman to mind.
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Silky desert sand,
cool to the touch
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Islamic Republic of Pakistan
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Salt, Stories, and Salaam:
Pakistan's Pink Welcome

Pakistan stretches from the Himalayas to the Arabian Sea, having diverse landscapes and
culture. Pink Salt is a natural treasure, found only in Pakistan. Our pavilion, themed “Universe in
a Grain of Salt,” is built entirely with it. Pink Salt is known for the purification of air, and
providing calmness to mind. In Japan, it was astonishing to know that Osaka University offers
Urdu courses, through which people can connect to our language and culture. You are all
welcome to connect to us at Pakistan pavilion.
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Kyrgyz Republic
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Honey, Heart, and Harmony:
A Kyrgyz Message for the Future

The Kyrgyz Pavilion’s theme is “Protecting Nature Through a Child’s Eyes.” Inspired
by Hayao Miyazaki and our writer Chingiz Aitmatov, we invite visitors to see with
wonder and care—like children do. You'll find felt dolls, traditional clothes, and
touches of Kyrgyz spirit throughout. There’s a saying: those who love fish went to
Japan, those who love meat came to Kyrgyzstan. Like our white honey—sweet and
pure—| hope our friendship with Japan grows even stronger.
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Meet the world in Osaka! International vibes at the EXPO Bar in Kita and Minami.
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“EXPO Sakaba” opened during Expo 2025 as a social pavilion in the city. Conversations
start with “Which pavilion did you visit today?” as people of all ages and nationalities
mingle. Good vibes with DJs spinning tunes!
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Independent State of Samoa
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“Interviewed by Kids Every Day?"” Two Pavilion Voices from Expo 2025 Osaka-Kansai

Slavic from Moldova and Chris from Samoa
crossed oceans to work at the Expo—but what’s
daily life in Japan really like?Curious to hear their
honest thoughts, we invited them out after work
to Utsuke, one of our team’s favorite local
spots.We kicked off the evening with a toast—
cheers!—and a bottle of Moldovan wine brought
by Slavic himself.

Moldova is actually a big wine country.
| was surprised how many Japanese visitors already
knew that. I'd say more than half of the people who
visit our pavilion recognize it.

Chris (C) : That's amazing. I've only been here for
more than a week now and a lot of people that
come to our pavilion don’t know much about
Samoa.

Mary (M) : | guess | haven’t seen much about
Samoa either here in Osaka. By the way, where can
we buy Moldovan wine in the city?

There's a wine shop in Yodobashi Camera in
Umeda, and I've checked Takashimaya and Hanshin
department store, they carries it too. | should ask
the owner here to try some too!

Noritsune (owner of Utsuke) : Wow, this is really
good!

C: 1 can imagine, and | love your hairstyle! I’ve been
wanting to get a haircut, where do you usually go?
Owner: All my staff go to a place called

“MR.BROTHERS CUT CLUB” nearby. Check it out!

| hope they know how to handle curly hair.It's
hard to find someone here who really knows how to
work with curls.
(Chris gets directions to the barber)
M : How did you end up working at EXPO?

| spent nearly 9 years working in wine tourism,
and | was part of the Moldova Pavilion at Expo 2020
in Dubai. After that, | got an offer to apply for Expo
2025 in Osaka—so | left my wine job and came
here!
C:Wow! | work for the Samoa Tourism Authority
(STA), and my boss nominated me to be the second
representative from STA and it was approved by our
management and board of directors.
M : So the selection process is different depending
on the country, isn’t it? Chris, how did you feel
when you were chosen to come to Japan?
C: 1 was really happy. | visited Japan once as a high
school student—never imagined I'd return for
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something like this. Super grateful. Thanks to STA!

M : What'’s it like working at the pavilion?

C: Every day, we welcome between 5,000 to 9,000
visitors at the Samoa Pavilion. For a small island
nation, that kind of exposure is powerful. It's a
chance to share our story, promote Samoa as a
sustainable tourism destination, and connect with
global partners who may one day visit, invest, or
collaborate with us.

Even just at the Moldova Pavilion, we get over
2,000 visitors a day. What's fun is that elementary
school kids come to interview us every day—about
20 to 30 of them!

C:They ask questions like, “How do you say “Hello”
in your language?” or “What’s your country’s
famous food?” It’s really adorable.

M : Probably part of their school assignments.

One thing that really surprised me, though, is
Japan’s bureaucracy. You need approval from so

’1-

many people for even the smallest things.
C: Oh, totally!

One time, | just wanted to move something 50
centimeters. They had to radio someone, and five
staff members showed up to deal with it.

M : That’s Japan for you! (laughs) What are your
plans once the Expo ends?

C:I'll go back to my regular duties at the Samoa
Tourism Authority.

| honestly have no idea. | gave up everything in
Moldova for this job! (laughs)

C: Seriously?! That's huge.

| guess | need to find a job in Japan now.
C:Time to practice: konnichiwa and yoroshiku
onegaishimasu!

I’ve been studying Japanese with Duolingo since
Dubai Expo. I'm getting better at hiragana and
katakana, but Kanji is tough very Muzukashii.
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*Known for fresh seafood and
charcoal-grilled dishes !
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Utsuke

1-4-5, Saiwai-cho, Naniwa-Ku, Osaka
B 06-6643-9676

Opening Hours: 6pm-1pm

No regular holidays
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@utsuke_urahorie
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